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The search initially yielded a very large number of documents detrimental to 
novelty. This number is so large that it becomes impossible to determine a 
subject matter in any of the claims for which protection might justifiably be 
sought (PCT Article 6). For these reasons a meaningful search covering the 
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limited to the subject matter of Claims 4-6 and to the use of the compounds 
(Claim 10). 

Furthereniore, the subject of Claim 2 is inconsistent with that of Claim 1 
because the definition of D as diethyldithiocarbamine is not encompassed by 
the definition given in Claim 1 (beta-diketone). Compounds in which D is 
diethyldithiocarbamine were therefore not searched. 

The applicant is advised that claims or parts of claims relating to inventions 
in respect of which no intemational search report has been established need 
not be the subject of an international preliminary examination (PCT Rule 
66.1(e)). In its capacity as Intemational Preliminary Examining Authority 
the EPO generally will not carry out a preliminary examination for subjects 
that have not been searched. This also applies to cases where the claims 
were amended after receipt of the intemational search report (PCT Article 
1 9) or where the applicant submits new claims in the course of the procedure 
under PCT Chapter II. 



